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Planning for the Future

George and Alice Strickler

The generosity of our community advances compassionate patient care, leading-edge research, education and programs that are 

improving the health of our communities. To donate or learn more, please visit us online at summahealth.org/giving 

or call Kate Bame, Senior Development Officer for Gift Planning, at 330.375.6356.

“
”

For us, there is nothing more precious than our family. We have ensured 

our family’s financial security for generations to come through careful estate 

planning. Our plans also include provisions to support Summa Health System. 

It gives us great comfort in knowing that after we are gone, our family will 

continue to benefit from the same excellent and compassionate healthcare 

that we do today. Summa is our health system. They took great care of 

our parents, they take great care of us, and they will be here to take care 

of our grandchildren. That is why we give.
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“Don’t judge each day by the 
harvest you reap but by the seeds 
that you plant.”

– Robert Louis Stevenson

Greater Akron is abundant with givers 
who live by Stevenson’s words – 
those who give their hearts, time and 
dollars to benefit those in need. They 

show their philanthropic spirit by providing the 
light, air and water that nourish those seeds of 
kindness and generosity. Over time, these seeds 
grow and blossom, revealing a healthier, better 
educated, more prosperous community. 

Our inaugural Spirit of Philanthropy is our 
seed.  We’re planting our commitment to telling 
the stories of the people, organizations and 
businesses that grow miracles every day. And 
we look forward to telling these inspirational, 
compelling stories for many years to come. That 
is our legacy.

Our goal is to provide an annual print and 
electronic publication, along with complementary 
social media support, which sparks conversation, 
collaboration and commitment.  We explore the 
depth and breadth of giving options in terms of 
time, talent and dollars – from the red kettle to 
the donor-advised fund.

This publication is a tribute to all of you who 
ease suffering, encourage visionary thinking, 
support the creative spirit and address, at 
a fundamental level, the difficulties we face 
together.

Greater Akron’s “cup runneth over” with 
goodness. For every person and organization 
we noted in this issue, there are hundreds of 
others whose stories we plan to tell in future 
publications. 

We welcome your ideas and look forward to 
planting the seeds for the 2015-2016 Spirit of 
Philanthropy.
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Published by Live Publishing Company 
Publisher: John Schambach 
Project Director/Editor: Gail Kerzner
Project Director: Jeff Ritter 
Senior Writer: Mary Ethridge 
Art Direction & Design: Ben Small 
Production Manager: Gail Smith
Operations Manager: M. Melinda Myer 
Operations Assistant: Beth Koblitz
Cover Illustration: Terran Washington 

Live Publishing Company 
Cleveland: 2026 Murray Hill Road, Suite 103, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
• 216.721.1800 
Akron: 1 South Main St., Akron, Ohio 44308 • 330.983.0900

Copyright ©2014 by Live Publishing Company.  
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted by any form or means without written permission from 
Live Publishing Company.

Table of Contents

6
10
16
18
21
24
26
27
31

Akron: Built on Firm Foundations

The Dash for Cash: Fundraising 
through Sports

After Rebuilding His Life, Akron Man 
Helps Others Rebuild Theirs

Philanthropy 2.0: Posts, Likes 
and Shares 

Collective Impact: How to Solve Old 
Problems in New Ways

Charitable Wisdom

Private Foundations Pay the Price 
for Self-Dealing

The Volunteer Vibe: Red Kettles, 
Tested Mettle, Kids Who Pedal

Want to Learn More About Being 
a Wise Giver?



Your Role 
. . . in The Cleveland Orchestra’s Future
 
Genera� ons of Northeast Ohioans have supported the Orchestra and enjoyed its concerts.  Tens of 
thousands have learned to love music through its educa� on programs, celebrated important events 
with its music, and shared in its musicmaking — at school, at Blossom, downtown at Public Square, 
at Severance Hall, on the radio, and with family and friends.
 
Ticket sales cover less than half the cost of presen� ng The Cleveland Orchestra’s season each year.  
To sustain its ac� vi� es here in Northeast Ohio, the Orchestra has undertaken the most ambi� ous 
fundraising campaign in our history: the Sound for the Centennial Campaign.  
 
By including the Orchestra in your estate plans, crea� ng a gi�  annuity, or making the Orchestra a 
bene ciary of your life insurance policy, you can make a crucial diff erence in helping to ensure that 
future genera� ons will con� nue to enjoy the Orchestra’s performances, educa� on programs, and 
community ac� vi� es and partnerships.  To learn more about leaving your musical legacy, please 
contact Bridget Mundy by calling 216-231-8006 or emailing bmundy@clevelandorchestra.com. 

clevelandorchestra.com
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1807-1825 Gen. Simon Perkins 
and Paul Williams, both originally 
from Connecticut, donate land for 
the right-of-way of the Ohio-Erie 
Canal and 100 lots for the founding 
of a village surrounding it. That 
village would become the city of 
Akron.

1829 Lewis Miller – one 
of Akron’s most prominent 
philanthropists, founder of the 

Chautauqua Institution in New York 
and the father-in-law of Thomas 
Edison – is born in Greentown, 
Ohio, a rural area south of Akron.

1839 Akron’s Rural Cemetery 
Association – which is to provide 
a much-needed alternative to the 
ever-flooding burial ground on 
Spicer Avenue – is finally chartered 
after months of debate. Acres of 
woods off Glendale Avenue are 

both sold and donated by Col. 
Simon Perkins, Jr., to the city. The 
young Perkins also donated land 
for Grace Park, Perkins Park and 
many other public-use spaces.

1849 The Summit County Home 
for the Infirm, known locally as the 
“poor house,” opens in a home at 
the corner of West Market Street 
and Portage Path.

A History of Giving in Greater Akron

Lewis Miller and his wife

In the 1820s, Gen. Simon 
Perkins and his friend Paul 
Williams, both originally from 
Connecticut, donated land 

to the state of Ohio to secure 
the right of way for the Ohio and 
Erie Canal as well as 100 lots for 
a community to be built around 
it. That community, at first just a 
pit stop for canal rats behaving 
badly, eventually developed into 
a manufacturing hub for farm 
equipment, sewer pipes and cereal 
before its rise and subsequent fall 
as the Rubber Capital of the World.

You remember that fall: the 1980s, 
massive layoffs, a downtown that 
looked like Berlin after the second 
World War and a community 
stripped of the title with which it 
had defined itself for decades. Akron 
was a city without a purpose—until it 
reached back to retrieve its heritage 
and began to rebrand itself as a 
center for polymer innovation.

One can’t help but wonder if the 
1980s and early 1990s would have 
been quite as harsh if Akron had 
received as its legacy a fair share of 
the pots of money that were made 
here instead of rotting commercial 
real estate. Akron stumbled around 
like a disinherited son, stripped of 
identity and missing its birthright 
wealth as the offspring of major 
industry.

“We never received all the 
benefits of the massive fortune in 
rubber that was made here,” said 
David Lieberth, retired deputy 
mayor of the City of Akron, 
attorney and a passionate civic 
leader and chronicler. 

“Akron has its share of 
millionaires. Barons, they were 

called, men who made fortunes 
through their shrewdness, through 
the windfalls of a thriving industry 
and through the bitter sweat of 
Akron’s common people,” wrote 
Steve Love and David Giffels in 
their 1998 book Wheels of Fortune, 
which was first published as a 
series in the Akron Beacon Journal 
in 1997. “But did these rubber 
magnates leave Akron better than 
they had found it? It’s a difficult 

question to answer, and perhaps 
the fact that there is no easy reply 
suggests the answer is ‘no’.”

Pittsburgh had Andrew Carnegie. 
Detroit had the Dodges, the 
Chryslers and the Fords. Canton 
had the Diebolds, the Timkens and 
the Hoovers.

Since the days when the fruitful 
Perkins family dominated the 

city at the summit, Akron hasn’t 
had a ruling family or even co-
rulers. Instead, it’s had a group 
of generous citizens who were 
wealthy by almost anyone’s 
standards except those of the 
Firestones, the Goodriches, the 
Carnegies and their lot. 

The Seiberling family deserves 
special mention here. F.A. 
Seiberling, founder of Goodyear, 
loved Akron. He wasn’t afraid 
to entertain his East Coast, old-
money friends here. And when he 
built Stan Hywet, the magnificent 
Tudor Revival mansion and estate 
in west Akron, it was always with 
the intention of leaving it to the 
community, along with a healthy 
endowment that would maintain it 
graciously for generations of the 
public to enjoy.

But in 1921, just as Stan Hywet 
was completed, Goodyear flitted 
on the edge of bankruptcy, and 
F.A. lost it to a group of Wall Street 
investors. He then began Seiberling 
Rubber Co., which earned him a 
nice living, but the family never 
returned to the vast wealth of the 
heady, early Goodyear days. 

Stan Hywet was handed over to 
concerned preservationists who 
had to raise the endowment for its 
maintenance themselves. It remains 
in the loving and careful hands of 
dedicated preservationists and 
fundraisers who have kept it shiny 
and welcoming, as the Seiberlings 
envisioned it. 

And the Seiberling family 
has given us other great 
treasures, including the land for 
much of Summit Metro Parks. 
F.A.’s grandson, the late U.S. 

Akron: Built on Firm Foundations
Akron was built on philanthropy. Not literally, of course, but close to it.

General Simon Perkins
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1868 Businessman John R. 
Buchtel, a Universalist, donates 
$6,000 toward the building of 
Akron’s first college and pledges 
$25,000 for an endowment 
if it succeeds. Inspired by his 
generosity, 13 business and 100 
individuals match Buchtel’s, 
and the college is built atop the 
vacated Spicer cemetery grounds.

1872 Buchtel College, which 
eventually becomes the 
26,000-student University of 
Akron, opens its doors to 142 
students. 

1874 On Valentine’s Day, a 
campaign to raise funds for a 
Civil War Memorial Chapel in 
Glendale Cemetery kicks off with 
a concert at the Academy of 
Music. Speeches by Col. Perkins, 

George W. Crouse and others 
help raise $10,000 in ticket sales 
and pledges. By July that year, 
the campaign raises the $20,000 
needed to build the chapel; its 
$5,000 windows are donated 
separately. 

The Buchtels

Congressman John Seiberling, was 
instrumental in the creation of the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park. And 
no one who witnessed him grilling 
Sir James Goldsmith, the British 
financier who tried to take over 
Goodyear in 1986, will forget the 
ferocity that left Sir James nearly 
speechless. Goldsmith, thanks in 
large part to John Seiberling, never 
got Goodyear, which he would have 
torn into tiny pieces, but Goodyear 
did have to pay him a mighty sum 
to make him go away.

Still, Goodyear remains in Akron 
in a new headquarters complex on 
the east side of Akron where it’s 
always been. 

The Seiberlings, who loved 
Akron, didn’t have money to give 
it. And the other rubber barons 
were disinclined to do so. David 

Goodrich, son of B.F. Goodrich who 
founded the eponymous company, 
sat on the board of directors for 
nearly 40 years (until 1950) but 
spent most of his time and money 
in New York City, according to 
Giffels and Love in Wheels of 
Fortune.  “The family showed little 
interest in Akron and has virtually 
no legacy here,” they wrote.

The Firestones showed some 
interest. Raymond Firestone, son 
of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
founder Harvey Firestone, gave 
generously to Akron nonprofits 
during his life and even left 
something to Akron in his will 
when he died in 1994. The family 
donated their estate’s polo fields 
to build St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and paid much of the church’s 
original construction costs. It 
helped pay for the building of 
Akron’s Firestone High School, 
and of course, we still have the 
neighborhood of Firestone Park, 
which was built to house the 
company’s workers. And there’s 

Firestone Country Club, which 
Harvey built with his own money.

 But most of the Firestone money 
went to Princeton University, where 
Harvey sent his sons. The campus’s 
monumental library was built with 
Firestone money and bears the 
family name.

So, who had Akron’s back?
It was a man who made his 

money, ironically, as a vice 
president with the B.F. Goodrich 
Co. His name was Edwin C. Shaw. 
He retired from Goodrich at age 55 
and spent two decades traversing 
the country, touring tuberculosis 
hospitals to study their best 
practices. At the time, Akron relied 
on the Springfield Lake Sanatorium, 
which the community had come 
together to build in 1908.  In the 
late 19th century, it was finally 
discovered that tuberculosis – a 
deadly and rampant disease of the 
day – was contagious. The idea 
of sanatoriums to isolate infected 
patients reached America from 
Europe just before the turn of 

Edwin C. Shaw (inset) often visited the Sunshine Cottage at 
Springfield Lake Sanatorium, later named the Edwin C. Shaw 
Rehabilitation Hospital.

LeBron James, one of Greater Akron’s 
newest philanthropists, mentors his  
I Promise kids.

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

T
E

SY
 O

F
 T

H
E

 L
E

B
R

O
N

 J
A

M
E

S
 F

A
M

IL
Y

 F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

T
E

SY
 O

F
 T

H
E

 S
U

M
M

IT
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 H

IS
TO

R
IC

A
L 

S
O

C
IE

T
Y



8    Spirit of Philanthropy

1883 Dutch immigrant Boniface 
DeRoo dies, leaving $10,000 in 
trust for the building of an Akron 
hospital, then named Akron City 
Hospital. DeRoo’s will is in litigation 
for several years after his death, 
tying up plans for the hospital.

1884 The Akron outpost of 
the national Christian charity 
organization, The Salvation Army, 
is dedicated.

1887 The Tuesday Musical Club 
is founded by 13 young women. 
It remains today as the Tuesday 
Musical Association, a nonprofit 
educational and performance 
series.

1890 The Akron Day Nursery, 
to provide care for children of 
working mothers, is established by 
a Christian women’s group.

1891 Col. George T. Perkins 
gives a home on South High 
Street to the daycare, and its 
name is changed to the Mary Day 
Nursery in honor of Col. Perkins’ 
first granddaughter. Its name is 
changed again a few years later to 
the “Mary Day Nursery and Ward 
for Crippled Children,” marking its 
first step toward becoming Akron 
Children’s Hospital. 

Tuesday Musical Club supporters

the century. Akron, as a rapidly 
growing industrial city with workers 
in tight quarters, had a high rate of 
the disease.

Shaw brought what he’d learned 
by visiting the top facilities back 
to Springfield Lake. The residents 
began to count on his daily visits, 
and the directors began to rely on 
his money as well as his reports 
to make improvements. A tall, 
quiet and evidently modest man, 
he objected vigorously when the 
Summit County Commissioners 
proposed to rename the Springfield 
Lake facility after him.

We know who won that one. 
Edwin C. Shaw Rehabilitation 
Hospital is part of the Akron 
General Medical Center system. It 
treats people who need long-term 
care and treatment to recover.

When Edwin Shaw died in 1941, 
the majority of his $300,000 
estate was designated for the 
creation of the Edwin C. Shaw 
Foundation, whose mission was 
to help healthcare and education. 
When Shaw’s sister died in 1955, 

she sold Shaw’s North Portage 
Path home for $150,000, and a 
sale of family goods brought in 
another $20,000. In the 14 years 
since Shaw’s death, his $300,000 
foundation had more than doubled. 
All told, Shaw’s foundation was 
worth $1 million, but there was no 
one in the family to run a private 
foundation. It was transformed into 
the Akron Community Trusts, the 
forerunner of the Akron Community 
Foundation, whose mission was the 
health, welfare and cultural needs 
of the community.

What else is there?
In 1997, when Giffels and Love 

wrote Wheels of Fortune, the Akron 
Community Foundation (ACF) had 
assets of $51.6 million and gave 
just over $1 million.  By 2013, just 16 
years later, it had nearly tripled its 
assets to $150.2 million and gave 
out nearly $4.5 million in grants.

Tina Boyes, vice president of 
marketing and communications 
for the ACF, said the organization 
has grown, basically by being more 
accessible to a broader range of 

people. It’s done a lot of outreach 
marketing to all levels of potential 
donors as well as personal financial 
managers and planners who advise 
their clients of the options ACF 
offers.

“We see ourselves as a 
collaboration of the community. 
We’re very open to everyone and 
hope people will think of coming 
to us when they’re trying to decide 
the best way to give to charity.”

One of the most popular tools 
ACF offers is the donor-advised 
fund, which anyone can start with 
a minimum of $5,000. The Akron 
Community Foundation has about 
300 donor-advised funds. Interest 
adds value over time, and people 
can donate to the individual funds 
to increase their worth.

Sandy Auburn of Akron 
established the Sandy K. and  
Mark S. Auburn Fund in 2007 
by having a certain amount 
automatically withdrawn from her 
paycheck for a few years. “The 
first part of life is oriented toward 
success and the second part toward 
significance,” she told a reporter.

There are also special interest 
funds, such as the Women’s 
Endowment Fund started by 10 
prominent Akron area women. It 
also handles endowments for many 
community organizations. For 
instance, the Interval Brotherhood 
Home, the alcohol and drug 
rehabilitation center founded by 
the Rev. Sam Ciccolini, put its 
foundation under the care of ACF 
after discovering that “Father 
Sam,” as he was known, had stolen 
millions from the organization he 
founded, actions for which he was 
convicted and sent to prison.

When donors put their funds 
into ACF, they don’t have to worry 
about the day-to-day headaches 
and paperwork that come with 
running a private foundation. ACF 

Margaret Medzie, Akron Community Foundation vice-president of development and 
donor engagement, assists Mark and Sandy Auburn with their donor-advised fund.
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Caring for  
our community,  
one child at  
a time.
We treat every child, regardless of  
ability to pay. That’s why we’re so  
grateful for community support. Thanks  
to our friends, donors and volunteers,  
we can continue to run the clinical,  
educational and research programs  
that help improve our children’s lives.

To learn more or to make a donation,  
visit akronchildrens.org/giving

Caring for  
our community,  
one child at  
a time.
We treat every child, regardless of  
ability to pay. That’s why we’re so  
grateful for community support. Thanks  
to our friends, donors and volunteers,  
we can continue to run the clinical,  
educational and research programs  
that help improve our children’s lives.

To learn more or to make a donation,  
visit akronchildrens.org/giving

Habitat for Humanity® ReStore® is a 
furniture store and a home improvement 
store all in one. 

Our inventory comes from donations from 
people just like you. We’ll even come to you 
and pick it up! Sales from ReStore help fund 
the mission of Habitat for Humanity – so 
your donation helps families right here.

To learn more about donating, visit 
HFHSummitCounty.org.

Always open to the public. 
Always something different.  
Always a great value.

2301 ROMIG ROAD AKRON, OH 44320
THURSDAY - SATURDAY, 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

HFHSummitCounty.orgDonate • Shop • Volunteer

Hand me 
downs 
welcome.

/ / ups
deals with the bookkeeping, the grant application 
process (although donors decide to whom the 
money goes) and how it’s invested. But some people 
would rather maintain their own foundation for 
various reasons, Boyes said. They can hold their 
own fundraisers, and they may like the day-to-day 
management duties.

That’s the case with Stephen A. Comunale, Jr. Family 
Cancer Foundation, which grants money to cancer 
patients undergoing financial hardships, said Michele 
Comunale, the aunt of Stephen, who died of cancer 
at age 27 just more than a decade ago. “We were all 
in such shock and grieving. We had to do something,” 
said Comunale, who grew up one of nine children and 
has lost a sister to cancer. “The foundation is a way to 
turn one of the worst things that’s ever happened to us 
and try to make something positive out of it.”

The board of directors, which includes Michele, meets 
twice a week to review applications and grants. “We 
help individuals when someone needs a breathing 
machine or the family needs something,” said Michele. 
“There was not anybody in Akron who was doing that.” 
And, she added, an organization such as Stewart’s 
Caring Place, a cancer support and resource center, 
couldn’t be part of a community foundation because 
its resources are space, educational resources and 
understanding hearts.

Boyes agrees the ACF doesn’t fit all scenarios, but 
she’s grateful to Edwin C. Shaw for starting it all. “Look 
at everything he’s created,” Boyes said. “What a legacy 
to leave.”
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1892 When Boniface DeRoo’s 
will is settled, a City Hospital 
Association is formed as he 
had wished. With generous 
contributions from DeRoo’s estate, 
board members such as match 
king O.C. Barber and others, it 
is able to purchase the Bartges 
homestead in early 1892. The 
hospital opens on October 11 
that year. The Women’s Board 

was formed that same year for 
the purpose of raising funds and 
generating interest in the hospital. 
Akron City Hospital is now part of 
Summa Health System.

1895 The first Mary Day Nursery 
Ball, a gala to raise money for the 
fledgling children’s hospital is held 
in December. The third such gala, 
in 1897, was called the “Charity 
Ball,” an annual event that is both 

a community tradition and a major 
fundraiser for Akron Children’s 
Hospital.

1900 Col. George T. and Ann 
Perkins, heirs of the city’s founder, 
Simon Perkins, donate 79 acres off 
Copley Road for a children’s park. 
Two brown bears are donated, and 
a facility is built to house them – 
the beginning of the Akron Zoo.

Akron City Hospital

On a hot Saturday in late 
August 2014, about 
70 brave-hearted and 
hard-hatted volunteers 

stood atop the PNC Center in 
downtown Akron, bracing to defy 
any remaining instinct for self- 
preservation.  Some participants 
said they were seeking an 
adrenaline rush; a group of women 
enjoyed the camaraderie; still others 
praised the rare birds-eye view they 
had that cloudless day. 

But transcending the myriad 
private motivations was this 
common one: to raise money for 
a community cause by stepping 
backward off a ledge into thin air, 
then rappelling 23 stories down. 

“I don’t like roller coasters. I would 
never consider bungee jumping,” 
said Susanne Brockman, a senior 
vice president of Wyse Advertising 
in Cleveland, who described 
herself as one of the most fearful 
participants in Over The Edge for 
Hattie Larlham, a special event 
fundraiser for the Mantua agency 
that serves children and adults with 
developmental disabilities. 

Brockman raised $4,165 from 56 
friends, relatives and co-workers 
for overcoming her lifelong fear of 
heights and taking the plunge. All 
the money she raised went straight 
into Hattie Larlham’s plus column.

The math isn’t as easy as it 
sounds, but more about the bottom 
line later. For now, let’s just revel in 
the memory with Brockman – she 
reached the bottom on her line and 
lived to tell about it.

“When I made it down, I felt like a 
rock star. I had conquered my fears 
to help others,” Brockman said. 

“That’s about as good as it gets. 
May we all pay it forward – always.”

  The inaugural Over The Edge 
for Hattie Larlham is a recent 
incarnation of a decades-old 
formula: peer-to-peer fundraising 
challenges through sports, or 
at least sportiness.  Each year, 
enthusiastic volunteers hit up 
family members, friends, co-
workers and Facebook contacts 
to sponsor them in some type of 
physical endeavor for charity. 

Since the first no-frills walk-a-
thons more than four decades ago, 
this blueprint for basic, good-vibe 
fundraising has been adopted and 
adapted by some of the largest 
charity organizations in the world. 
The Susan G. Komen Foundation, 

which raises money to fight breast 
cancer, began its Race for the 
Cure series with a 5K race with 
800 participants in Dallas in 1983. 
This year, the fundraiser had 150 
5K races on four continents with 
1.6 million runners. The athletic 
fundraising concept has been 
expanded at Komen to include 
grassroots marathons, bowl-a-
thons and a 60-mile hike.

The American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life – the largest such 
event – raised nearly $400 million 
last year. Then there’s the March 
of Dimes March for Babies, the 
Alzheimer’s Walk that occurs in 
600 cities simultaneously, and so 
on and on. 

Add to that all the little “thons” 

The Dash for Cash: 
Fundraising through Sports

A Hattie Larlham client rappels in the Over The Edge fundraiser.
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Life was sweet when Chad 
Gibson was in his 20s. He 
was moving up in his career, 
managing better and better 
golf courses in the Cleveland 
area.  And he was doing 
all those fun things that a 
healthy, handsome adrena-
line junkie in his 20s usually 
does.

“I was definitely in the fast 
lane,” said Gibson, now 38. 
”I think I always had a kind 
heart, but I just didn’t pay 
that much attention to other 
people.”

But in January 2005 at age 
29, he felt a lump in his groin 
area about the size of a grape. By the time he went to the doctor the 
next week, it had grown to the size of a golf ball. And the following 
week, when a surgeon removed the mass, it had grown to the size of 
a lemon.

It was an aggressive form of Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a cancer of the 
lymph system that primarily strikes males between the ages of 15 
and 30. Although the mass was encapsulated and hadn’t spread to 
other nodes, Gibson went through eight rounds of chemotherapy and 
radiation. During his treatment, he continued to work, organizing and 
overseeing golf outings, mainly for corporate and political groups. 

“It kicked my butt, but I’d go to work, then come home and just 
sleep. Work and sleep. That’s all I could do,” he said.

During his darkest period, in the spring of 2005, his friends decided 
to throw a golf outing fundraiser to help Gibson pay his medical bills.  
But the greatest gift he received from that outing was a personal 
transformation that would define the years to come.

Despite a brief scare that turned out to be nothing, Gibson has been 
free of cancer and its worries since September 2005. But he knows 
others are not. 

Today, Gibson is general manager of Deer Pass Golf, a course in 
Medina County’s Seville. He took the job in 2010 and made major 
improvements to the course. But his real contribution has come from 
a giving heart. 

Gibson still does what he’s always done best – organize golf out-
ings. But instead of focusing on hosting business and political groups, 
he welcomes anyone who needs to raise funds for a good cause or 
just someone in need. He hosted 58 fundraisers at Deer Pass this year 
alone.

What makes Gibson somewhat different than other course manag-
ers is his extreme concierge service.

If a 10-year-old wants to raise money for a friend with a serious ill-
ness or for a church youth group or scout troop, Gibson takes over.  
If someone needs money for a lung transplant, he’s on it. If someone 
wants to help an 85-year-old neighbor who can’t afford medicine, 
Gibson just waits for the starting pistol. And then he’s off. He helps 
his clients set their fundraising goals and makes the solicitation calls if 
they’re too shy to do it. He plans the menu, helps cook, sells the tick-
ets, sets the tee times and even stuffs the goody bags if needed. 

Then he cleans up and moves on to the next one.
“I do everything so all they have to do is focus on enjoying them-

selves and their friends,” said Gibson. ”It’s my way of paying back the 
people who helped me.”

Chad Gibson: Cancer Set His Life on Course

CaringSupport
Coping

Humanity.”

The holidays can be especially 
challenging for someone  

undergoing cancer treatment... 
basic needs still need to be met and  

life-saving treatment must continue.  

While developing your year-end 
charitable giving, please consider the 

individuals and families served  
by Stewart’s Caring Place:  
Cancer Wellness Center.

Kindly send your donation to:

2955 W. Market Street, 
Suite R 
Akron, Ohio  44333

Phone: 330-836-1772 

www.stewartscaringplace.org

I provide food for
500 meals a month &
will continue to do so

for generations
to come.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT
INCLUDING THE FOODBANK IN YOUR WILL,

PLEASE CONTACT GINA CAMPBELL AT 330.777.2308.

Chad Gibson (left) puts the “Fun in 
Fundraising.”
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for schools or shelters or other 
local programs, and you have a 
whole lot of dash-for-cash going on 
every day in this country.

In fact, these athletic fundraisers 
are so popular, it’s nearly 
impossible to schedule them all 
without conflict, said Brittany 
Schmoekel, coordinator of Akron’s 
community events division. More 
than 2,850 such fundraising events 
have taken place in Akron since 
2002, said Schmoekel. That’s nearly 
240 events a year. There were 65 
5K fundraisers alone in the first 10 
months of 2014, she said, and more 
on the books through the end of 
the year.

“These events used to take place 
only in the spring and summer, but 
that’s just not enough time to fit 
them all in,” she said. She urges 
nonprofits to schedule their date as 
early as possible and to accept that 
it will still likely conflict with some 
other major fundraiser.

Steve Marks, owner of Main 
Street Gourmet and founder of 
the Akron Marathon, came smack 
up against the crunch when he 
began trying to schedule the 
marathon’s inaugural run for the 
fall of 2003.  Although he worked 

a good year in advance to secure 
the right day, the only fall weekend 
date open for a marathon was 
Saturday, Oct. 11, the day before 
the annual Towpath Trail Marathon. 
That marathon, called the Akron 
General Towpath Trail Marathon 
at the time, had been the city’s 
first and only marathon since its 
inception in 1992. Marks met with 
the Towpath Trail organizers to try 
to find a solution such as merging 
the two events but discovered 
their goals were too different. The 
Towpath Marathon, now called The 
Towpath Trilogy and includes a 10k, 
half-marathon and full-marathon, 
appeals mainly to locals because 
the funds are invested back into 
the park trails. Marks envisioned a 
bigger marathon that would have 
a significant economic impact on 
the region, include a charitable 
component and appeal to runners 
around the world. It was a race first, 
and an economic and charitable 
force second.

The 2003 Akron Marathon did 
well for a first-year race, drawing 
about 3,000 runners from across 
the country. Of course, Jay Leno 
was hired as the entertainment, 
and the event lost a small fortune. 

(Marks funded it primarily out of 
his family foundation.) The 2014 
Akron Marathon had nearly 15,000 
runners from 41 states and six 
countries. It created an overall 
economic impact of $6 million 
and raised nearly $112,000 for 
charity through peer-to-peer and 
corporate challenge fundraising, 
according to Katie Kline, executive 
director of the race. About 25,000 
people attended the health and 
wellness expo held the day before 
the race, giving the race’s selected 
“Blue Line” charity partners plenty 
of desired exposure. (The Akron 
Marathon has become known for 
the painted blue line that marks the 
course.)

 In a dozen years, the Akron 
Marathon has become Akron’s 
second most prestigious athletic 
event. The first, of course, is 
the World Golf Championships-
Bridgestone Invitational, a PGA 
Tour event that has taken place at 
Firestone Country Club under one 
name or another for six decades. 
The Invitational attracts the game’s 
top professionals and lures major 
corporations that pay mightily for 
the privilege of being there. It’s the 
week out of the year when the eyes 

Your partner in philanthropy.

Your foundation or charity deserves the extraordinary care of FirstMerit PrivateBank. Through our Charitable Advisory Group, 
you benefit from specialists with the expertise to manage and strengthen community and private foundations and endowments. 

Our partnership includes:

•  Establishing and Managing Investment and Spending Policies

•  Assistance with Grant Proposal Writing and Identification of Funding Sources

•  Participate in Board Education, Strategic Planning and Resource Development

•  Coordinate Specialized Lending and Fund Accounting

to learn more,  contact:
Leigh Gerstenberger at 330-384-7104 or 
leigh.gerstenberger@firstmerit.com.

Non-deposit trust products are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or obligations of FirstMerit Bank, N.A., or any of its affiliates, are not guaranteed by FirstMerit Bank, N.A. or any 
of its affiliates, and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal invested.
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of the sports world turn to Akron 
(LeBron James sightings excluded). 
It’s a flash of glitz and glamour 
in late August that evaporates as 
soon as the players roll out of town. 
But its effect on the Akron area’s 
nonprofit world endures, said Gini 
Paige, president of Northern Ohio 
Golf Charities & Foundation, the 
nonprofit arm of the series. Grants 
from the 2013 Invitational totaled 
$1.08 million and were given to 
about 50 nonprofits in the region.

 “We couldn’t do any of this 
without our volunteers,” said Paige. 
“They make it all work.”

 The Rotary Club of Akron’s 
Wayne Homes Chili Open, which 
some say is the only fun part of 
an Ohio winter, doesn’t have quite 
the glitter of the Bridgestone 
Invitational. In fact, the only sparkle 
spectators are likely to see is from 
the snow that blankets the seven, 
nine-hole courses. 

 The 2015 golf classic is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 7, 
2015, when nearly 1,000 polar bear 
golfers are expected to converge 
on the scenic Hale Farm and Village 
in Bath Township. Golfers will be 
challenged to drive shots across 
tundra and putt balls laden with ice. 
Just as in any respectable outing, 
there will be awards for closest-to-
the pin and the hole-in-one shots. 
There are warm-up parties before 
and after with – you guessed it 
– chili as the main dish. But even 
wickedly good chili isn’t enough to 
entice people to pay $50 each – 
$200 a foursome – to stand in the 
frigid air with the wind whipping 
their faces and cold biting their 
toes. And it’s not as if golf is a fast-
paced game to warm up the body. 
How does one even hold a golf club 
with frozen claws?

 Perhaps it all works because the 
participants have the warm days 
of summer camp on their minds as 
they tee off. Last year, the golfers –

with the help of corporate sponsors 
– raised a record $156,000, which 
went toward sending about 1,600 
children with disabilities to the 
various sessions at the Akron 
Rotary Camp, which has stood on 
the shores of Rex Lake since 1925. 
That’s when two Akron Rotarians 
purchased six acres for a camp 
for children with polio or cerebral 
palsy. Much has changed since 
then, including the nature of the 
disabilities, a better understanding 
of their effects on family members 
and new laws governing their 
accommodation. In 2011, The Akron 
Rotary Club Foundation gave $1 
million toward renovation of the 
camp to meet federal laws and 
the evolution of what constitutes 
special needs.

  But one thing never changes: the 
smiles on children’s faces as they 
experience camp for the first time. 
It’s enough to warm even the coldest 
golfer’s heart, said Shon Christy, an 

Cassie Schumacher could make a successful movie 
of her life, but all she wants is to make a difference. 
At the age of 18, Schumacher decided she needed 
to stop drinking, so she started bicycling to keep her 
mind off of booze. She rode and rode until she found 
a new purpose: helping veterans. 

Last year, at the age of 41, Schumacher became 
the first Ohio woman ever to finish the solo Race 
Across America, known as RAAM, a 3,000-mile 
race that has to be completed in less than 14 days. 
Schumacher finished in 12 days, stopping only long 
enough to sleep 90 minutes a night. She told an 
Akron Beacon Journal reporter soon after her race 
that she wasn’t really tired when she finished.

“I wanted to turn around and go the other way,” 
she joked.

A substance abuse counselor, Schumacher 
dedicated her race to raising awareness of 
veterans’ causes. Her father, Vietnam veteran 
Richard Schumacher, led a normal family life after 
the war until 1988 when he went to Cleveland to 
help organize a parade for Vietnam vets. Soon 
after coming home, he left and never came back. 
He’s been homeless since then and has settled in 
a makeshift camp in a wooded area in Alabama. 
Schumacher went to visit him there. She took a 
video of him giving her a tour of his site during 
which she asked respectful questions. They joked.

“I believe in meeting people wherever they are in 
life,” she said.

Schumacher is also the founder of Wheels4Change, 
(Wheels4Change.org) a nonprofit that raises money 
for a variety of veteran programs, including $13,000 
for a Vietnam veterans trip back to Vietnam through 

a Tallmadge-based 
group called 
Warriors Journey 
Home.

She’s also 
launched rides to 
benefit veterans. 
One, held in 
August, is called 
“Ride for the 23” 
to raise funds for 
troubled veterans 
and awareness 
of the 22 U.S. 
military veterans 
and one active-
duty member of the U.S. military who commit 
suicide every day.  Another fundraising ride is held 
in February and is called the Pedal for Heroes 
Remembrance Ride. 

Schumacher also launched Wheels4Change race 
and developmental teams to promote its fitness 
sponsorship programs and introduce veterans who 
have never participated in running races to 5Ks, 
10Ks, half-marathons, marathons and even triathlons. 
She hopes to raise enough to rehab a space that can 
be used as a bike garage as well as a hangout for 
veterans who fix bicycles.

“I believe: be sincere, be bold, be transparent,” 
Schumacher said. “I lead with my heart.” Cassie 
Schumacher was named one of the most interesting 
people of 2014 by Cleveland Magazine.

We’d argue for one of the most interesting people 
anywhere, at any time.

That’s the Way She Rolls: Cyclist rides for vets
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Akron Rotarian and father of a son 
with developmental disabilities.

Compared to the Over The 
Edges, Chili Opens and the pretty-
in-pink runs of today, the first 
recorded walk-a-thon was a dull, 
earnest event. In 1969, in Bismarck, 
N.D., hundreds of Christians 
marched in sympathy with the 
world’s starving who sometimes 
travel miles each day for food 
and water. The inaugural Crop 
Hunger Walk raised $25,000 for 
world hunger, but its impact on 
American philanthropy was far 
more profound.

Here was a way for people of 
modest means to raise more money 
than they could ever give alone. 
And the sense of camaraderie 
among people fighting a common 
disease or problem lightened hearts 
and offered hope. But it wasn’t 
until the mid-1980s that athletic 
fundraisers really hit their stride. 
A Boston fundraising consultant 
realized that workplaces were 
prime walk-a-thon hunting grounds. 
He offered corporations a way to 
associate with a nonprofit’s good 
name without spending a dime. 

Companies rallied their employees 
to accept the responsibility of peer-
to-peer fundraising. That left the 
corporations handing out T-shirts 
and “atta boys” but not much else. 

Of course, that’s the cynic’s view. 
Many corporations have offered 
time off, matched pledges and 
allowed employees to raise funds 
on the clock to support their efforts 
in addition to their own corporate 
philanthropy. Since the mid-1980s, 
walkathons and other athletic 
fundraisers have created a new 
industry, giving birth to for-profit 
companies such as Over The Edge, 
a 10-year-old company based in 
Nova Scotia that managers dozens 
of events like Hattie Larlham’s each 
year.

This industry that caters to 
nonprofit special events has its 
own trade shows and networking 
group. For years, The Run Walk 
Ride Council, which changed its 
name this year to The Peer-to-Peer 
Professional Forum, has served as 
the primary trade group for those 
selling services to nonprofits as 
well as the nonprofits themselves. 
And nonprofits have hired inside 

staff just to handle such special 
events. The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s Team in Training employs 
nearly 350 full-time workers to 
organize and train volunteers who 
raise nearly $100 million a year 
from friends, family members and 
co-workers, according to The Wall 
Street Journal.

Money raised from peer-to-
peer fundraisers grew 13 percent 
from 2006 through 2011, during a 
time when many nonprofits saw 
standard donations drop. However, 
in 2013, total revenue for the top 30 
so-called Run-Walk-Ride events fell 
$44.1 million or about 2.5 percent, 
according to a story in an October 
2014 issue of The NonProfit Times, 
which quoted the newly named 
Peer-to-Peer Professional Forum. 

Movember – the mustache 
growing contest to support men’s 
health efforts– saw by far the largest 
jump in revenue from 2012 to 2013 – 
a 40 percent increase to $6 million. 
(Peer-to-Peer said it changed 
its name because of the quickly 
broadening scope of fundraising 
events, examples of which are 
Movember and Over The Edge.) 

what this place needs is 
more generous people like you.

what this place needs is 
more generous people like you.

United Way brings people and resources together 
to create opportunities for individuals, families and 
neighborhoods to prosper. Together we can change 
people’s lives and create lasting results. 

Because great things happen when we liVe united!

to donate or volunteer, 
go to uwsummit.org 

United Way of Summit County
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Because of you, Summit DD is 

the community resource for citizens 

with developmental disabilities. We 

connect over 4,000 people to 

right-fit supports throughout 

their lives.

Check out our NEW website –  

filled with new resources, 

information and stories 

that will change your 

view of ability.   

The overall loss was driven mainly by drops in 
some of the largest events, including the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, Komen’s Race for the 
Cure Series and its 3-Day Hike series. Other events 
with significant losses include the Avon Foundation’s 
Women’s Breast Cancer Walk and the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society’s Team in Training.

Some of the major organizations, including the Avon 
Foundation, have come under fire for spending too 
much on participants, paying for their plane fares, 
massages and luxury lodging. The participants earn 
these goodies by reaching pre-set dollar amounts, 
much like Mary Kay sales partners earn pink Cadillacs. 
The idea, of course, is to get top-earning fundraisers to 
keep coming back, experts say. 

Every dollar raised through a special event costs 
nonprofits between 47 and 50 cents; direct mail costs 
about 22 cents, and major gifts cost anywhere from 
10-18 cents per dollar to bring in, according to a 2011 
report in Smart Money. 

Tonnie Alliance, who helped organize Over The Edge 
for Hattie Larlham said her cost per dollar for that 
event was about 38 cents.

“I was pleased with that ratio. It was cheaper than 
a gala (would have been),” she said.  “The event 
received a lot of attention, which is likely to lead to 
more participants and sponsors at next year’s Over The 
Edge.” Also, Over The Edge allowed people such as 
Brockman to overcome lifelong fears. “That’s something 
our clients do every day of their lives,” she said.

When you shop and donate to Goodwill,  
you are helping people in our  

community find jobs.

www.goodwillakron.org

Experience Greater Akron_3.375X4.875
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Perry Clark knows how hard 
it is to re-enter society 
after prison. In 1997, shortly 
before he was released 

after nearly 10 years behind bars, 
he wrote letters to three churches 
in Akron, telling them he’d be back 
in the community soon and was 
hoping to be welcomed to visit. No 
one responded. 

When Clark 
was released, he 
immediately visited a 
friend to ask for a loan 
to buy power tools 
he’d use for home 
renovations to earn 
money. Instead, the 
friend handed him a 
package of cocaine. 

“I had to make a 
conscious decision 
right then and there 
whether I wanted to 
go back to my old 
ways,” Clark said. “I 
thank God today I 
made the decision to 
walk away from that 
life. I wanted to be a good son to 
my mother, a good sibling to my 
brothers and sisters, a good man 
to my neighbors and a good father 
to my five kids. It was very hard 
because I didn’t know how to do it, 
but I knew I had to find a way.”

Today, Clark is a member of the 
31st class of Leadership Akron, a 
program that culls already powerful 
young men and women and shows 
them how to harness and enhance 
their natural talents as community 
leaders.

Mark Scheffler, president of 
Leadership Akron, said the group’s 

mission is to inspire and connect 
leaders, as well as to broaden their 
horizons.

At Leadership Akron, “We value 
leadership at all levels and from 
every corner of the community. In 
addition to senior-level leaders at 
anchor institutions, we also need 
agents of community change who 
have worked at the grassroots 

to transform lives,” 
Scheffler said. “This 
wide variety of 
leaders from across 
sectors and situations 
enriches the learning 
experience for 
everyone.

Clark didn’t set out to 
be a community leader, 
he said; he just wanted 
to help others who 
were still in the dark 
place he remembered 
well. As he launched his 
remodeling business, 
he saw others who 
were struggling to 
adjust to life on the 

outside – so he hired them.
 “I wanted to show them God’s 

love instead of being part of the 
system beating them down,” he 
said. 

He also went to the local bus 
station, where he could almost 
always spot the men who were 
getting off the bus from prison.  
Typically, they’d have little money 
and no real plans. 

“I would take them to Walmart 
and buy them underwear or 
whatever they needed,” Clark said. 

These small acts of kindness 
were the seeds of what became 

Truly Reaching You (TRY), a social 
service organization in Akron 
that helps men and women get 
their lives together after prison or 
drug and alcohol addiction.  It’s 
not just handing out socks, spare 
change or underwear anymore. 
Participants get job training, 
spiritual encouragement and 
emotional support they’re unlikely 
to find elsewhere.

“We give a hand up, not a hand 
out,” Clark said. 

As the program grew, Clark 
often saw a client stuck living with 
family or friends who used drugs 
or alcohol, a potentially deadly 
temptation for those in recovery. 
However, since it wasn’t the client’s 
– or Clark’s – home, they couldn’t 
prohibit it. The issue became such 
a stumbling block to recovery that 
Clark began offering sober housing 
through Truly Reaching You. Today, 
TRY has five houses – four for men 
and one for women – with a total 
of 17 beds. Plans are underway to 
build more sober housing.

Truly Reaching You’s budget is 
about $500,000 a year. About one-
third of that comes from donations 
from the general public and 
churches, one-third from foundations 
and government organizations 
and one-third from the businesses 
in which its clients are engaged. 
Those include home renovation, 
lawn care servicing and warehouse 
operation. Female clients also earn 
money through the organization’s 
Not Wasted program, through which 
they create tote bags, jewelry and 
other fun and useful products from 
recycled materials, including former 
billboards. 

After Rebuilding His Life, Akron Man 
Helps Others Rebuild Theirs by Beth Hertz

1908 The citizens of Akron come 
together to fund and build the 
Springfield Lake Sanitarium for 
tuberculosis patients.

1910 Col. George T. Perkins dies, 
leaving land for the children’s 
nursery and hospital to expand. He 
also wills $50,000 to the hospital; 
a few years later, his widow, Ann, 
builds a nurses’ dormitory adjacent 
to the hospital at a cost of $15,000.

1913 The Akron Club of Rotary 
International is founded and 
remains active today.

1914 The Jewish Social Service 
Federation, a forerunner to Jewish 
Family Service, is founded.

1914 F.A. Seiberling, founder 
of Goodyear, spearheads a 
fundraising campaign for a new 
hospital by donating $20,000. 

Peoples Hospital, now Akron 
General Medical Center, opens its 
doors.

1916 Founded by nurse Mary 
Gladwin, the Akron Chapter of the 
American National Red Cross is 
chartered.

1919 The Better Akron Fund 
launches its War Chest on behalf 
of World War I soldiers; it is the 

Springfield Lake Sanitarium
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One of TRY’s most important 
supporters is Alcon Tool Company, 
which owns Truly Reaching You’s 
office space, which is adjacent to 
Alcon’s warehouse on Baird Street 
in central Akron. Alcon rents it to 
TRY, including utilities, for $1 a year 
and threw in $10 to cover the first 
decade.

“They had tried to hire people 
who were trying to get their life 
back together, but people would 
come to work for a week and then 
vanish,” Clark said. “They (ALCON) 
wanted to work with us to make it 
succeed.”

“Perry Clark may be a born leader, 
but his participation in Leadership 
Akron is giving him new resources, 
ideas and inspiration that are 
helping him succeed when others 
have not,” said Scheffler of LA.

“Perry and his classmates can 
draw on one another to discover 
new ways to add value for one 
another and strengthen our 
community. Perry will team with his 
classmates and our whole alumni 
base to create new opportunities 
for the people he serves. For TRY, 
it heightens their ability to help 
their participants move to self-
sufficiency,” said Scheffler. “And for 
our alumni and their organizations, 
it represents an effective way to 
provide opportunity and secure 
hard-working talent. There may 
be any number of ways that Perry 
and his fellow leaders will partner 
to strengthen one another and our 
community now and in the future.”

Clark just shook his head in 
amazement when asked about the 
potential of Leadership Akron to 
improve TRY as an organization as 
well as his abilities as a leader.

“I am amazed at what I have 
already learned about Akron and its 
leaders,” Clark said. “It has been an 
amazing journey, and I am excited 
to see what else is in store.”

first unified fund drive in the city’s 
history and would eventually 
develop into today’s United Way 
of Summit County.

1921 Akron Metropolitan Park 
District (now Summit Metro Parks) 
is established. The early Board 
of Park Commissioners included 
Goodyear founder Frank A. 
Seiberling.

1922 Thanks to the work and 
support of B.F. Goodrich executive 
Edwin C. Shaw and 34 other 
community leaders, enough funds 
are raised to open the Akron Art 
Institute, which is staffed almost 
solely by volunteers until the 
1950s.

1924 The nonprofit Summit 
County Historical Society is 
founded.

1925 F.A. Seiberling accepts the 
first gift of land for the fledgling 
metro park system – a small, 
triangular plot at the beginning 
of the Old Portage Trail at the 
intersection of North Portage Path 
and Merriman Road. It is named 
Courtney Park for donor Joseph 
Courtney of the Courtney Dairy 
Company. 

Speakers at a War Chest function

We’re proud to be a part of this community and 

contribute to the legacy of giving in greater Akron.

True Power Comes from  
Empowering Others.
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If there’s anything fundraisers 
should know about the future 
of philanthropy, it’s this: start 
dancing as fast as you can and 

better learn some new steps while 
you’re at it. 

A lot of money, about $40 
trillion, will soon be in the hands of 
a generation as anxious to give it 
away as they are to get it.

“The philanthropy we’ve seen in 
recent years is nothing compared 
to what’s coming,” David Callahan, 
founder of the watchdog group 
Inside Philanthropy, said in an 
interview earlier this year.

Katherine Fulton, head of Deloitte 
Consulting’s Monitor Institute, put it 
this way in a widely circulated TED 
talk: “Philanthropy is reorganizing 
itself right before our very eyes.” 

John Patrick Bailey, director of 
the Foundation Center, a Cleveland 
think tank, said the accelerating 
transfer of power and money is 
upending the nonprofit world.

“It’s a significant shift of 
resources to a whole new 
generation that has a can-do 
confidence,” he said.

While that may sounds like good 
news, particularly for those tired 
of prying cash out of the same 
old handful of fusty foundations 
and weary donors, there’s no easy 
money on the horizon.  

These emerging young 
philanthropists, made up of those 
born in the 1980s and 90s, have 
a unique mindset, technological 
mastery and their own priorities 
that are more complex than those 
of previous generations, experts 
say. Add to that the so-called 
“democratization” of philanthropy 

– the increasing ability of crowds 
of modest donors to make an 
enormous financial impact – 
and it becomes clear nonprofit 
fundraisers have their work cut out 
for them.

“My concern for some of these 
nonprofits is that they’re out of 
touch with the up and comers, and 
that’s their future,” said Amy Wong, 
owner of Dot.Org Solutions, an 
Akron-based consulting firm that 

caters to nonprofits.
Mark Krohn, partner at Akron’s 

Brouse & McDowell and a co-
founder of the consulting firm 
Accelerant Advisors, said Wong’s 
concerns are right on target.

“They can’t do business the way 
they’ve always done it,” Krohn 
said. “ The pace of change is just 
accelerating year after year. Only 
those who are out there engaging 
this new population are going to 
succeed.”

Let’s start with the big picture 
– and the big money. The average 
age of the members of the Forbes 
400 richest Americans is currently 
about 67 and their combined net 
worth about $2.3 trillion.  So, in 
the next decade or two, a vast 
sum of money will land in the laps 
of a new generation. And while 
their grandparents and parents 
typically waited until their sunset 
years to establish philanthropic 

legacies, this new generation of 
the soon-to-be very rich believes in 
“giving while living,” according to 
a recent report from the Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy at Grand 
Valley State University and 21/64, 
an intergenerational philanthropic 
consulting firm.

 “They see philanthropy as 
integral to who they are, not just 
something they do – and certainly 
not something they do just when 
they retire,” the researchers wrote 

Philanthropy 2.0: Posts, Likes and Shares

1927 St. Thomas Hospital, the city’s 
first Catholic hospital, opens its doors. 
The funding is spearheaded by a 
$100,000 donation by Michael O’Neil 
of department store fame and Charles 
Deering, a dealer in farm equipment. 
It would come to play a crucial role in 
the most important social movement 
of the 20th Century – Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Today St. Thomas is part 
of the Summa Health System.

1929 Built by Marcus Loew, the 
Akron Civic Theatre opens. The 
interior structure is fashioned 
after a Moorish castle. It has an 
atmospheric ceiling in which clouds 
appear to pass over a star-lit sky. 

1929 The Akron Jewish Center 
opens on Balch Street; nearly 45 
years later, it moves to White Pond 
Drive where it remains today.

1934 The Summit County 
Commissioners rename the 
Springfield Lake Sanatorium for 
retired Goodrich executive Edwin 
C. Shaw, against his vehement 
protests. It later becomes the Edwin 
C. Shaw Rehabilitation Hospital and 
part of the Akron General Medical 
Center system.

Akron Jewish Center 

Beckett Christy and dad Shon reap the benefit of Beckett’s Buddies’ 
social media campaign.
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in their report. “They see previous 
generations as more motivated by 
a desire for recognition or social 
requirements, while they see 
themselves as focused on impact, 
first and foremost.”

Bailey of Cleveland’s Foundation 
Center said the young generation is 
developing a philanthropic model 
entirely different from that which 
has dominated American giving for 
the past century. 

“They tend to be more egalitarian 
and less hierarchical in their 
thinking and actions (than previous 
generations),” said Bailey. “They 
want an active voice and insist on 
hearing all sides of an issue.” 

Krohn added that they might not 
even ever write a check, even after 
committing time to a nonprofit.

“If there’s a check coming, it’s 
going to be following their heads 
and their hearts,” he said.

While donor activism is much 
needed and welcomed in the 
nonprofit world, said Wong of 
Dot.Org Solutions, it can have a 
downside if not handled creatively.

“What a lot of the nonprofits need 
are unrestricted funds, and we’re 

moving away from that,” she said. 
For instance, Baby Boomers and 

even older Gen Xers have typically 
donated to organizations they 
trust, assuming it will be put to the 
best use. But younger donors tend 
to earmark their donations, tying 
the cash to a particular project 
while other needs go underfunded.

“That just highlights the urgency of 
getting in front of this,” Krohn said.

All nonprofits that rely on 
donations need to be studying this 
new generation of philanthropists 
and finding innovative ways to 
engage them, experts such as 
Wong and Krohn agree.

Most of us aren’t privy to the lives 
of those on The Forbes 400 list or 
their offspring, but if you need proof 
philanthropy is changing, just recall 
this August’s Ice Bucket Challenge 
that raised more than $100 million 
for the ALS Association in a single 
month, a stunning 3,500 percent 
increase from the same month the 
year before. 

(ALS stands for amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, better known as 
Lou Gehrig’s disease.)

The power of fundraising via 

social media such as Facebook, 
the primary means by which 
people challenged each other to 
dump buckets of ice water over 
their heads and/or donate to 
ALS, has proven breathtaking.  By 
comparison, the 2004, pre-social 
media Livestrong anti-cancer 
campaign, with its ubiquitous 
yellow rubber bracelets, raised in 
a full year only half of what the Ice 
Bucket Challenge did for ALS in a 
month.

That doesn’t surprise Shon 
Christy, president of Akron’s Focal 
Point, which helps clients harness 
social media for marketing. He 
has used Facebook to raise “a 
ton” of money for developmental 
disability causes, he said. He has a 
son with Down syndrome, and he’s 
passionate about the organizations 
he supports. Social media, he says, 
allows him to share that passion in 
a personal way with people he isn’t 
likely to encounter elsewhere. 

“In ordinary life, we’re 
constrained by time, we’re 
constrained by geography. Social 
media allows us to transcend all 
that,” Christy said. It also operates 

In an increasingly complex world, driving 
philanthropy isn’t easy.  So don’t do it alone!  

We can help your charity accomplish 
all of its goals through:

•  Unique motivational board and 
    community engagement strategies

•  World-class events and fundraisers

•  Improved strategic planning and 
    execution plans

See what we have done at 
acceladv.com and how we can help you.

Get started today with a free consultation. 

Contact us:  

Mark Krohn 
330-697-6581
mark.krohn@acceladv.com
Scott Read 
330-697-8313 
scott.read@acceladv.com 

shon@fclpnt.com

The ALS Challenge 
showed the world 

what social media can 
do for charities.  

Building a brand, 
engaging the masses 
and inspiring them to 
act is easier and more 

cost effective than 
ever before.

Let the experts show 
you how! Contact 
Shon Christy or 

Mark Krohn to get 
started today.   

mark@fclpnt.com

Dot.Org
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exponentially, unlike traditional 
marketing materials.  In a few 
seconds, you can share something 
with hundreds, if not thousands, of 
people, who in turn share it with 
their contacts.

This past spring, Christy held a 
Facebook-only fund drive for the 
Upside of Downs organization’s 
Northeast Ohio Buddy Walk. In 
six weeks, using only Facebook, 
he attracted 78 other walkers to 
his team, which raised $7,700 for 
the nonprofit. His team was the 
largest of all 248 and the third most 
successful in fundraising.

It just proved to Christy what he 
already knew: social media is an 
extraordinary philanthropic tool.

As part of the marketing 
committee for the LuMind 
Foundation (a national non-profit 
in Down Syndrome Cognition 
Research), Christy was also able to 
fundraise over $90,000 in online 
donations by using a targeted 
Facebook campaign.  They had the 
right message, at the right time, in 
front of the right people.  

Attorney Krohn of Accelerant 
Advisors LLC said social media 
eliminates the uphill battle 
nonprofits have traditionally faced 
– just getting people to listen.

“The magical thing about social 
media is that it’s something we’ve 
all chosen to opt into,” said Krohn. 
And it’s always ready to convey the 

message, whether you click on at 2 
a.m. or 2 p.m. 

“That overcomes the enormous 
hurdle nonprofits face of grabbing 
a person’s attention long enough to 
create an awareness,” he said.

And, Christy added, it’s a way 
to have fun, something a young 
generation is always looking to 
do. The appeal of the ice bucket 
challenge was that it was simple 
and silly for a serious cause. 

But the message of the ALS 
challenge to other nonprofits is 
profound, Krohn said.

“The good news is that it’s now 
possible to get a lot of people 
donating relatively small amounts 
to make a big difference,” Krohn 
said. “But you have to be out there 
engaging the population.”

Technology is making it easier 
than ever for even inexperienced 
fundraisers – such as a church youth 
group – to engage donors and 
provide simplified paths to giving. 

The Akron Marathon directs 
its charity partners to Crowdrise.
com, a fundraising site launched 
in 2010 by actor Edward Norton. 
Templates on the site make it easy 
for a participant or charity to set up 
its own mini-site with background 
information, images, credit card 
capabilities and pre-set donation 
levels. All a donor has to do is enter 
his or her information, choose an 
amount and click. A donor can 
leave a message, chat with a like-
minded giver and watch the bar 
chart grow toward its goal.

The challenge is to harness 
all this innovation and energy in 
effective ways as a new generation 
takes power, said Bailey of the 
Foundation Center.

“What we need in the 
philanthropic world is a succession 
plan,” said Bailey. “And we need it 
now.”

1935 Alcoholics Anonymous, a 
program of recovery based on 12 
steps, is founded in Akron by Dr. 
Robert Smith, a proctologist at 
Akron City Hospital, and William 
Wilson, a visiting stockbroker from 
New York City. The home of “Dr. 
Bob,” as he was known, still stands 
on Ardmore Avenue and is preserved 
by a nonprofit organization.

1938 The Better Akron 
Foundation changes its name to 
The Community Chest.

1940 John S. and James L. 
Knight establish the Knight 
Memorial Education Fund in honor 
of their late father, newspaper 
publisher C.L. Knight.

1941 Edwin Shaw dies after a 
lifetime of tireless philanthropy. 
He left some money to family, but 
the bulk of his $300,000 estate 
was designated to sustain health 
and education facilities in the area. 
It was called the Edwin C. Shaw 
Foundation. It would serve as the 
seed of the Akron Community 
Foundation.

Dr. Bob and Bill

IBH | 3445 S. Main St., Akron, OH  44319 | (330) 644-4095 | www.ibh.org 

IBH Addiction Recovery Center creates 
hope for a lifetime of sobriety 

“IBH taught me to replace my old 
behaviors for a better life without 
drugs or  alcohol.  My life has been 
changed forever.” 

 Abstinence-based residential 
treatment program for those 
suffering from drug and/or       
alcohol addiction 

 Beautiful, serene grounds on     
86-acres in the Portage Lakes 
area of Summit County 

 Daily spiritual programming 
 Over 40 years of proven results 

You Can Give Hope: 
Your donation to the IBH 
Give Hope Campaign will 
help the next person on 
the road to sobriety.   
 

Give today: 
www.ibh.org/donate OR 
(330) 644-4095, x306 

IBH Addiction Recovery Center | 3445 S. Main St., Akron | (330) 644-4095  | www.ibh.org 

Crowdrise.com
Crowdrise.com
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Only three men took off in 
Apollo 13 for the moon in 
the spring of 1970, but it 
took thousands of others 

to bring craft and crew home safely 
when an oxygen tank exploded 56 
hours after launch. 

In the 1995 movie Apollo 13, 
which starred Tom Hanks and was 
directed by Ron Howard, you can 
see panic and confusion on the 
faces of the various departmental 
personnel – from NASA engineers 
and scientists to aircraft executives 
and media managers.  They struggle 
to understand each other and solve 
an unprecedented, life-threatening 
scenario in record time while the 
eyes of the world are on them.

Not only did they manage to 
bring the spacecraft back in one 
piece but all three astronauts came 
home without serious injuries. 
Even though the lunar landing 
was aborted, the craft’s successful 

return is still considered one of 
NASA’s finest hours.

Breaking down barriers, working 
across disciplines and coordinating 
rationally worked to save Apollo 13. 
Imagine what that approach could 
do – aided by new technology and 
time – toward solving society’s 
large-scale problems.

It’s a strategy called Collective 
Impact. And United Way of Summit 
County – like other chapters across 
the country – is adopting it to 
underpin its major work on issues 
of education and poverty.

“Things move really fast. The 
pace is incredible,” said Nichole 
Booker, Ph.D., senior director of 
Collective Impact at United Way 
of Summit County. “There is a 
dramatic difference in the pace 
and scope of accomplishment 
when significant community 
organizations are all pointed in 
the same direction and working 

together instead of each 
organization doing its own work in 
a vacuum, even when that work is 
good.” 

The concept may sound obvious 
on the surface: link numerous 
organizations and align them 
all around a clear vision for 
success. However, nonprofits, 
government agencies and other 
large organizations, attempting to 

Collective Impact: 
How to Solve Old Problems in New Ways

Visit cgfs.org or call 330-762-0591

Making Our Children Healthier, Our Families Stronger, and Our Community Richer

There is no health 
without mental health. 
It has been said that a happy child is a healthy child. What once was a 
cliché is now medical fact as research continues to support the intimate 
connection between our mental health and our physical health.

Each week Child Guidance & Family Solutions handles more than 2000 
clinical visitations in its facilities and works with hundreds more in the 
schools, preschools, pediatricians’ offices and other locations throughout 
the community. 

For over 75 years, Child Guidance & Family Solutions has been here 
to help when challenges arise.

CGFS_Philanthropy_Pub Ad.indd   1 10/21/14   2:17 PM

Nichole Booker, senior director of 
Collective Impact
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address large social problems have 
been working in solos, often even 
working as competitors for years. 

“Collective Impact strikes me 
as one of the most important 
experiments occurring in the social 
sector today,” David Bornstein, a 
social innovator, wrote in an op-ed 
piece in The New York Times.

The idea comes from FSG.org, an 
international nonprofit consulting 
group that focuses on social change. 
In a 2011 paper in the Stanford Social 
Innovation Review, FSG founders 
John Kania and Mark Kramer 
wrote, “Large-scale social change 
comes from better cross-sector 
coordination rather than from the 
isolated intervention of individual 
organizations.” 

The blueprint for Collective 
Impact is simple; it is structured 
collaboration open to leaders from 
business, civic life and government 
who are willing to make a long-
term and passionate commitment 
to addressing a social problem. 
The five conditions necessary for 
successful Collective Impact are:

¢  a common agenda with all 
partners agreeing on a shared 

vision and responsibility for 
achieving change; 

¢  shared measurements which 
all partners collect and 
analyze consistently;

¢  activities that reinforce 
the well-defined and 
coordinated roles of all 
partners;

¢  continuous communication 
among primary partners 
(substitutes discouraged) to 
build trust and motivation; 

¢  and a backbone structure or 
agency that provides guidance, 
support and coordination.

United Way is currently applying 
Collective Impact to three 
major projects: the Cradle to 
Career Alliance with The Summit 
Education Initiative, the Bridges 
Summit County, which aims to 
create a full community response 
to poverty and the Summit County 
Reentry Network.

“United Way can help in many 
different ways in these kinds of 
collective efforts.  Obviously, we 
can fund the work, but we can 

also cooperate as a sort of neutral 
ground, taking in and disbursing 
money that no single group owns,” 
said Booker. “We can also strongly 
suggest our funded agencies 
participate in the collective work 
if appropriate. We can intervene 
during turf battles. We can offer 
advice based on the potential 
impact on the entire community, 
not just on the individual programs. 
We can help move the needle in a 
significant way.”

For example, Booker said UW 
Summit County invested more 
than $1 million this year in about 20 
educational programs that support 
the academic goals of the Cradle to 
Career Alliance. The work includes a 

A Collective Impact meeting hosted by FedEx 
Custom Critical.

Preserve. Sustain. Engage.

Your support makes a difference. 
Visit www.akroncivic.com to donate.

Philanthropy ads 2.indd   1 11/14/14   11:49 AM

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

T
E

SY
 O

F
 U

N
IT

E
D

 W
A

Y
 

S
U

M
M

IT
 C

O
U

N
T

Y

FSG.org


The Legacy of Giving in Greater Akron    23

sophisticated process of analyzing 
data, predicting academic success 
and intervening if needed at pivotal 
moments in a student’s academic 
career.  The research and analysis is 
provided by the Summit Education 
Initiative, a nonprofit that has set 
measurable academic milestones to 
predict future success. 

“Collective Impact is messy, and 
it’s sometimes hard to explain,” 
said Booker. “It’s easy to say kids 
need warm coats in the winter, but 
these social issues we’re dealing 
with involve long-term commitment 
to continuous improvement.  
Complex, long-term problems will 
only be solved by complex, long-
term solutions.” 

United Way has moved away 
from funding single nonprofits 
doing good work on their own 
toward supporting those willing 
to work collaboratively and 
collectively. The idea is to leverage 
existing resources, eliminate 
redundancies and inspire new ideas 
and understanding.

Bridges Summit County 
grew from a few grassroots 
organizations that were 

helping people lift themselves 
out of poverty. It is now a 
40-organization collaborative that 
addresses the mental, emotional, 
social and generational roots of 
poverty. It brings together people 
of all socio-economic classes as 
part of the solution to reducing 
poverty. It also links graduates 
with mentors, community 
resources and each other. It 
teaches agencies, businesses and 
organizations how to interact, 
retain and effectively reach 
individuals who are on the lower 
rungs of the economic ladder.  
“Bridges aims to make a systemic, 
cultural change,” Booker said.

The Summit County Reentry 
Network helps those with felony 
convictions reclaim a chance 
at a productive life. A felony 
conviction, even for a non-violent 
crime, can cost the ex-offender 
a job, car, home and even family.   
But the partner agencies of 
the Reentry Network can help 
find the ex-offender a support 
group, a landlord willing to take 
a chance and a path to earning 
a Certificate of Qualification for 

Employment. Ex-offenders also 
learn how to apply to have their 
records expunged or be granted 
clemency when appropriate. Each 
year, more than 2,500 felony ex-
offenders return to outside life in 
Summit County. By helping the 
newly released find housing, jobs, 
transportation, education and 
counseling, the network works to 
ensure they do not pass through 
the criminal justice system again.  
That cuts costs for the courts and 
correction facilities while making 
the community safer.

“Collective Impact must not only 
deal with turf wars among isolated 
organizations seeking support 
from the same funders, they must 
also change the viewpoint of the 
funders themselves,” said Kania 
and Kramer in their Stanford 
essay. “Funding Collective Impact 
initiatives costs money, but it can 
be a highly leveraged investment,” 
they wrote. “(It) will enable us to 
solve today’s most serious social 
problems with the resources at our 
disposal. It would be a shock to 
the system. But it’s a form of shock 
therapy that’s badly needed.”

The Akron Zoo is a leader in wildlife  
conservation. In the past two years,  
we’ve delivered two snow leopard  
cubs and a pygmy slow loris – both  
big wins in the zoo community for  
endangered animals! We participate  
in 45 Species Survival Plans (SSPs),  
programs that expand and stabilize  
endangered animal populations for the  
animals above, as well as Humboldt  
penguins, Sumatran tigers, red pandas,  
red wolves and many more.  

Little signs of hope 
with a big future. 

Conservation is aided by gifts from  
generous community members like  
you. To give, visit akronzoo.org and 

choose the “Support” tab.  

akronzoo.org
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Americans give about 3 
percent of their income to 
charity; Akron residents 
give more than 4 percent. 

We’re a giving community. But that 
doesn’t mean we always handle our 
charitable dollars wisely. Whether 
you have your own multi-million 
dollar foundation, or you’re just 
trying to find a good place to put 
your donation this year, it can get 
complicated. Just how complicated 
depends on whether you have a 
private foundation or you just want 
to give to a nonprofit that makes 
the best use of your gift while you 
get the best tax break. So we’ve 
put together some advice for both 
types of philanthropists. No matter 
which type you are, we hope you 
find this information useful. And 
give wisely.

Checking Out Charities
Follow your bliss.
There are about one million 
charities in the United States alone, 
so take the time to find ones that 
do exactly what you want them to. 
One cancer charity may focus on 
research, another on prevention 
programs. Confirm that your 
charities offer the programs and 
services that match your intentions.

Ensure the charity is efficient, 
ethical and effective.
Before you give to any charity 
this holiday season, be sure to 
check that the charity is financially 
healthy and forthcoming with their 
fiscal reports. Then, look at what 
the charity actually accomplishes. 
How many starving people did it 
feed and for how long? How many 

animals did it re-home? This is a 
critical step. Don’t skip it.

There’s a ton of information on 
charities on the web, and much of 
it is free. Charity Navigator’s 0- to 
4-star ratings include an evaluation 
of the charity’s financial health, 
accountability and transparency, 
and the free site includes data 
on results reporting for more 
than 1,000 charities (with more 
added each month).  Guidestar.
org posts 990s, the forms 
nonprofits are obligated to fill 
out for the government. Some of 
Guidestar’s information, like charity 
Navigator’s, is paid subscription 
only, but you should be able to 

get some basic numbers and learn 
where to find others. The Better 
Business Bureau’s (BBB) Wise 
Giving Alliance also offers reviews 
of charities.

If you can’t get enough of the 
information you need for free 
but don’t want to pay for it, visit 
the charity’s website and talk to 
its staff. Don’t fall for the tug on 
the heartstrings. Ask for their 
measurements of performance.

Accept that 100 percent of your 
gift cannot go toward the charity’s 
programs.
All charities have to pay for 
infrastructure, postage, insurance, 
utilities and personnel. And don’t 

Charitable Wisdom
Don’t turn off your brain when you open your heart.

1947 Visiting Nurse Service, a 
nonprofit organization, begins 
providing health care at home at 
reduced cost, thanks to donations.

1951 The presentation of 
debutantes, 18-year-olds whose 
parents have donated exceptional 
amounts of time and money to 
Akron Children’s Medical Center 
(now Hospital) became part of the 
annual Charity Ball tradition. 

1952 The Firestone family 
donates funds to purchase the old 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for The 
University of Akron’s Firestone 
Conservatory of Music and 
donates lands for a new St. Paul’s.

1955 Caroline Shaw, sister of 
Edwin Shaw, dies. Her $1 million 
estate is donated to the foundation 
of her late brother, Edwin Shaw. 
That foundation was converted 

into the Akron Community Trusts, 
which is now known as The Akron 
Community Foundation.

1957 The Tudor Revival estate 
of Gertrude and F.A. Seiberling, 
the founder of Goodyear, opens 
Stan Hywet Hall to the public 
after a foundation is created for its 
support.

Stan Hywet Hall

In 1939, Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions was developed by The 
Junior League of Akron as ”Child 
Guidance Center” to combat the 
debilitating effects of the Great 
Depression.  At the time, child 
psychiatry was unknown and 
government funding was limited. 
The belief “There is no health 
without mental health” continues 
as their mantra. 

Today, the organization’s five 
locations in Summit County 
service over 2,000 appointments 
each week, aiding adults, children 
and families with therapy, support, 

and mental healthcare. So 
raising awareness, which leads 
to raising essential funds, calls 
for creativity in a competitive, 
event-rich community. The results? 
Destination events like Growing 
up Akron is an August event now 
in its 5th year. “It’s Akron’s best 
summer event,” said Judith Fowler, 
vice president of Institutional 
Advancement. Wearing Akron-
centric apparel, 500 hometown 
fans celebrate iconic Akron food 
and music at the Thirsty Dog 
Brewery. And who can resist 
Food Truck Fridays from mid-May 
through mid-September, when 
300 hungry people converge 
at Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions’ parking lot to feast on 
artisan food, ranging from blue 
crab sandwiches to natural fruit 
popsicles?

Destination Events Change Children’s and Families’ Lives

Guidestar.org
Guidestar.org
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sequoia-financial.com and cohencpa.com 
888.225.3777 | 800.229.1099

 
  

Trust & Planning

just look for the charity’s so-called 
“overhead ratio,” the ratio between 
what is spent on administration and 
fundraising and what is actually 
spent directly on the cause. The 
BBB’s Wise Giving Alliance has 
grown so concerned about donor 
obsession with the overhead ratio 
that it issued a warning. Especially 
in these days of high technology, 
charities need to spend money 
on tools and trained personnel 
who will help them in the long 
run to operate more efficiently. A 
reasonable expectation: 75 percent 
of the budget goes to programs 
and services; 15 percent on 
administration and 10 percent on 
fundraising.

Don’t pick up.
Don’t accept requests for donations 
over the phone unless it’s from a 
number and organization you’ve 
dealt with before and trust. Make 
sure the caller is who they say they 
are. If they tell you they work for a 
professional fundraising company, 
ask what portion of your donation 
goes to charity – and ask for it in 
writing before you give.

Watch out for “sound-alike 
charities.”
The American Institute for Cancer 
Research spends 32 percent of 
its donation on its programs and 
services – a dismal record when 
compared to the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, which spends 94 
percent.

Commit and communicate.
Once you have found a high-
performing charity that 
matches your intentions, make a 
commitment to it as a partner in 
its efforts. And tell the charity you 
don’t need the annual solicitation 
letter or phone call so it doesn’t 
waste resources.

But still…
Once you’ve made a commitment 
to a charity, don’t just kick back. 
Review your charities every year for 
a progress report. If your charity 
can’t tell you what kind of results it 
created from your investment, find 
one that will.

Sources: Charity Navigator, Guidestar.org 
and the Better Business Bureau Wise Giving 
Alliance

For three decades, Leadership Akron has 
been inspiring leaders to give back to the 

community.  And Torchbearers is developing 
the next generation of philanthropists for 
the Akron area.  We’re proud to partner 
to cultivate Akron’s leadership and its 

philanthropic spirit.

www.leadershipakron.org    www.torchbearersakron.com

Leadership & Philanthropy 
Go Hand in Hand.

Guidestar.org
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Private foundations are a 
popular tool to create a 
legacy or fulfill a charitable 
mindset, particularly 

among families. But when managing 
funds, it’s critical to avoid any 
conflict of interest, or 
what the IRS defines as 
self-dealing, according to 
Don Laubacher, executive 
vice president of wealth 
planning at Sequoia 
Financial Group in Akron. 
“Specifically, the IRS 
imposes an excise tax on 
private foundations for 
any act of self-dealing, 
which occurs when there 
is a direct or indirect 
transaction between 
the foundation and a 
disqualified person, 
such as a foundation 
manager or a substantial 
contributor,” Laubacher 
said. 

Self-dealing transactions 
may include selling, 
exchanging or leasing 
property; lending money 
or extending credit; furnishing of 
goods, services or facilities; paying 
compensation; or transferring to 
or using income or assets of the 
foundation.

“Often, the mere existence of the 
transaction is enough to invoke 
the excise tax,” says Alane Boffa, 
director of tax in the Family Tax 
Advisory Group at regional CPA 
firm Cohen & Company. “The 
foundation does not have to 
benefit or suffer a loss from the 
transaction, and the size of the 
transaction is irrelevant.” 

Boffa explains that the excise tax 
is separated into two tiers – one 
applicable to the original act of 
self-dealing, and the other imposed 
if the act is not corrected within a 
certain time period. The first-tier 

tax is equal to 10% of 
the fair market value of 
the transaction imposed 
on the disqualified 
person and 5% of the 
fair market value of the 
transaction (maximum 
of $20,000) imposed 
on any foundation 
manager who knowingly 
participates in the 
transaction. The second-
tier tax is an additional 
200% of the fair market 
value of the transaction 
imposed on the 
disqualified person and 
50% on any foundation 
manager (maximum of 
$20,000).

A thorough 
understanding of the 
IRS requirements is 
necessary to minimize 

exposure to these costly taxes. For 
example, compensation can be paid 
to disqualified persons but only for 
professional personal services when 

the amount paid is reasonable for 
the services provided. Therefore, 
a private foundation may pay 
legal fees to the law firm of which 
a board member is a partner if 
those services are necessary to the 
foundation’s exempt purpose and 
the amount paid is not excessive. 
Similarly, disqualified persons can 
provide goods and services to 
the foundation, its employees or 
its volunteers free of charge. It is 
considered free of charge even if 
the foundation pays for insurance 
or maintenance costs incurred 
in using the property, as long as 
the payments are made to non-
related third parties. A transaction 
is not considered free of charge if 
the foundation assumes a liability 
related to the property, such as a 
mortgage or similar lien.

Essentially, a private foundation 
must be cautious and diligent 
when entering into any type 
of partnership that includes a 
disqualified person, as the normal 
operations or disposition of the 
partnership itself could raise 
self-dealing issues – in what 
otherwise may be considered a 
normal transaction. Any lapse in 
planning can have very expensive 
consequences.

1958 A major gift from Akron 
attorney C. Blake McDowell helps 
UA to acquire the previously private 
Akron Law School and integrate it 
into the University. His gift helped 
ensure eventual American Bar 
Association accreditation for the 
School of Law.

1967 The GAR Foundation is 
founded by Galen and Ruth Roush, 
who earn their fortune by starting 

and growing Roadway Express Inc., 
which would be one of the nation’s 
largest trucking companies. It is the 
largest foundation based in Summit 
County.

1969 The annual Bert A. 
Polsky Humanitarian Award is 
created to honor the department 
store magnate and community 
supporter. Polsky dies the 
following year. 

1973 E.J. Thomas Performing 
Arts Hall, named for former 
Goodyear Chairman Edwin J. 
Thomas, a major force in Akron 
community life, opens to rave 
reviews.

1974 The Akron General 
Development Foundation is 
created to provide support for the 
Akron General Medical Center and 
its related nonprofit businesses. 

Edwin J. Thomas

Private Foundations Pay the Price 
for Self-Dealing by Megan Howell

Investment advisory services offered through Sequoia Financial Advisors, LLC, an 
SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Certain third–party money management offered 
through ValMark Advisers. Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Securities 
offered through ValMark Securities, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC. 3500 Embassy 
Parkway, Fairlawn, OH 44333, 330-375-9480. Certain insurance products offered 
though Sequoia Financial Insurance Agency. Sequoia Financial Group and related 
entities are separate entities from ValMark Securities, Inc. and ValMark Advisers, 
Inc. Cohen & Company and Sequoia Financial Group have common yet separate 
partnership. Cohen & Company is a separate entity from ValMark Securities, Inc.

Don Laubacher of 
Sequoia Financial 
Group and Alane Boffa 
of Cohen & Company 

P
H

O
TO

S
 C

O
U

R
T

E
SY

 O
F

  T
H

E
 C

O
H

E
N

 F
U

N
D



The Legacy of Giving in Greater Akron    27

You wouldn’t think a tall 
guy – even a really tall 
guy – riding a backhoe 
over an Akron yard would 

be international news. But when 
that guy is a star of the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, an NBA phenomenon 
and Akron’s own LeBron James, it 
most certainly is.

But what was truly remarkable 
about the scene didn’t seem to 
catch the attention of the global 
media. Behind the star athlete, 
there was a backup crew of dozens 
of hometown volunteers who 
donated more than a week of 12- to 
14-hour days, skill sets perfected
over a lifetime, stamina, and plenty
of heart – all to assist the tall guy in
scoring on a promise he’d made to
some young friends.

In early August 2014, the LeBron 
James Family Foundation partnered 
with the television series Rehab 
Addict to overhaul the house and 
yard of a sixth-grader’s family. The 
Promise Project, fueled by star 
power and volunteer labor, also 
improved the yards of nine other 
families throughout Akron. 

The project aided families of 
children in the first class of the 
Wheels for Education program, 
which provides academic support 
and mentoring to children from 
third grade on.

The students chosen for the 
renovation project are now in sixth 
grade and transitioning into the 
foundation’s I Promise Network, 
which supports kids through their 

middle and high school years. They 
were chosen randomly from all 
Wheels for Education students who 
met certain goals.

Volunteers came from all over 
Greater Akron to be part of the 10-
day project.

“It was a blast. It was really, really 
hard work, but it was so rewarding,” 
said Julie Brandle, president of 
Metis Construction of Kent, who led 
much of the work in the winning 
makeover home. She brought along 
most of her 25 employees.

“It was so much fun to get our 

employees behind something as 
great as that project,” said Brandle. 
“It really brought us together. It 
was as much of a team builder as 
anything.”

David Hill, a spokesman for 
FedEx Custom Critical based 
in Green, agreed that group 
volunteering strengthens the bonds 
within a company’s workforce. “It 
reinforces the fact that we work 
best as a team, sharing the same 
goal,” said Hill.  “It’s who we are; it’s 
our corporate culture.”

About 25 percent of the 700 
FedEx Custom Critical employees 
have what they call a “volunteer 
lifestyle,” meaning they donate 
their time to nonprofit causes 
regularly. Many others join in-
house fundraisers such as paying 
for dress-down days – a tactic that 
raised more than $10,000 last year. 

FedEx, along with GoJo 
Industries Inc. (makers of Purell) 
and telemarketing giant Infocision, 
was given the Pinnacle Award for 
large companies by United Way of 
Summit County in the fall of 2014. 
The Akron Beacon Journal, Akron’s 
daily newspaper, won a Pinnacle 
Award in the mid-sized company 
category, along with Audio 
Technica of Stow and the Akron 
law firm of Roetzel & Andress. 
The winners in the small business 
category were BCG & Company, 
Rubber City Radio Group and 
Sequoia Financial Group. 

These companies weren’t 
honored because the top 

The Volunteer Vibe: 
Red Kettles, Tested Mettle, Kids Who Pedal
“Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. 
You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, 
a soul generated by love.” – Martin Luther King, Jr. 

1984 Leadership Akron’s first
class is formed following the 
exploratory process spearheaded 
by founders Barbara Hiney, Dave 
Lieberth and Paul Poorman.

1987 Goodyear donates $3 million
to The University of Akron for a 
scholarship fund in the sciences.

1990 The Knight Foundation, the
outgrowth of the Knight Memorial 
Education Fund, moves its 

headquarters from Akron to Miami 
where Knight Ridder Newspapers 
Inc. is based.

1999 On Thanksgiving, the
Akron Beacon Journal and the 
Akron Community Foundation 
announce the establishment of the 
Millennium Fund for Children.

1999 The Omnova Solutions
Foundation is created when 
GenCorp (an outgrowth of General 

Tire) spins off its decorative and 
building products and performance 
chemicals into a separate public 
company, based in Fairlawn.

2001 In the wake of the terrorist
attacks of 9/11, the citizens of 
Akron raise $1.4 million in a matter 
of weeks to help the police and 
fire departments of New York City 
replace vehicles destroyed during 
the disaster.

Leadership Akron

Volunteers takes a break with Rehab 
Addict’s Nicole Curtis (standing, fourth 
from left).
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executives wrote fat checks out of 
the company profits. It’s because 
they rallied their employees to 
donate their time, talents and 
energy to nonprofits and to join 
together to raise funds.

One employer fundraiser has 
become a tradition in Greater 
Akron. Each winter, “change 
bandits” roam the halls of 
businesses across the region, 
teasing dimes and quarters out 
of their colleagues’ wallets then 
dropping them into an old coffee 

can repurposed into a piggy 
bank. It’s grassroots workplace 
fundraising with a campy, outlaw 
flair – all to kick off the annual Have 
a Heart, Do Your Part Radiothon for 
Akron Children’s Hospital. 

Individual Change Bandits are 
given a fundraising goal of $100, 
which can purchase 575 diapers or 
100 pacifiers. Change Bandit groups 
are given a fundraising goal of $250, 
which can purchase 8,300 bandages 
or 2,735 children’s toothbrushes, 
according to hospital officials. In 15 
years, nearly 6,000 Change Bandits 
have collected more than $2.2 
million in the weeks leading up to the 
radiothon. To date, the radiothon has 
raised more than $8.3 million for the 
patients at Akron Children’s Hospital, 
officials reported.

Gini Paige, president of Northern 
Ohio Golf Charities & Foundation, 
is in charge of recruiting and 
coordinating more than 1,000 
volunteers for the World Golf 
Championship-Bridgestone 
Invitational, a PGA Tour tournament 
held in August at Akron’s Firestone 
Country Club.

“We simply couldn’t do what we 

do without our volunteers,” said 
Paige. Because the volunteers 
perform services that would 
otherwise have to be done by paid 
employees, the PGA Tour returns 
the money to the Foundation, 
which grants it to nonprofits. 
This year it gave out more than 
$1 million, Paige said. “There are 
many things in Akron that wouldn’t 
happen without volunteers. 
Thankfully, Akron is a very giving 
and gracious community.”

Jeanette Brown, volunteer 
coordinator at the Akron Citadel 
of The Salvation Army, has been 
hoping Paige is right.

Just about the time it was first 
announced that the four-part 
LeBron James Rehab Addict 
episodes would begin airing 
November 20, Brown was fretting. 
She needed to find enough 
volunteers to fill 9,000 hours 
of bell-ringing duties for the 
nonprofit’s Red Kettle Campaign, 
which kicked off November 14 and 
runs through Christmas Eve. 

Nearly 50 of the iconic kettles 
are currently spread across 
Greater Akron, including three in 

LLC
construct ion serv ices
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World Headquarters | 175 E. Erie St., Suite 303  |  Kent, OH 44240  |  www.MetisConstruction.com | 330.677.7333
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General Contracting | Construction Management | Facilities Management
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Special thanks to  
 

 
 

and the 

for assisting with 
historical photographs 

used in the 
Spirit of Philanthropy.

The Salvation Army unloads bellringers’ 
red kettles.
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downtown Akron during lunchtime 
on weekdays. During the 40 Red 
Kettle days, Brown hopes to raise 
$500,000 – or about 20 percent 
of the Citadel’s annual operating 
budget. 

“One hour of bell ringing 
provides one night of shelter 
and three nutritious meals for 
a homeless person – just one 
hour,” said Brown. Indeed, a U.S. 
government study estimates than 
one hour of volunteering is worth 
$21.40 in Ohio. 

The Salvation Army provides 
toys, food and gifts during the 
holiday season to more than 1,000 
families. “But need knows no 
season,” Brown said. The Salvation 
Army also helps victims of disaster, 
provides shelter for the homeless 
and offers rehabilitation for adults 
with alcohol and drug problems, 
among other services.

“I put out the call for help, and 
I know people will answer,” she 
said. “We can’t begin to fill the 
needs of this community without 
volunteers.”

Although there are no specific 
numbers for Summit County, about 
a quarter of all Americans log 
volunteer hours each year. Their 
reasons are many – volunteering 
feels good, it’s satisfying, it creates 
a better community to live in and 
it’s the right thing to do.

“And it’s just fun,” said Michele 
Comunale who helps run her 
family’s foundation, among many 
other volunteer activities. Working 
at the Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank, especially on Saturdays, 
is one of her favorite gigs. 

“Surrounded by all those other 
volunteers, you can just feel the 
spirit of goodwill, the joy,” said 
Comunale, a lifelong Akron resident. 

The “volunteer vibe” is also felt 
in Greater Akron’s arts sector.  
Howard Parr, executive director of 
the Akron Civic Theatre, talks about 
the “unconditional support” of his 

Celebrating the impact of philanthropy
2 0 1 4   N AT I O N A L  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  D AY

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Small Business Leadership
Gavin Scott Salon & Spa 

Change the world  
    with a  
       giving heart
Our 2014 recipients were 

chosen in recognition of  

the difference they make 

in strengthening our 

communities.

National Philanthropy 

Day is a way of  showing 

appreciation for the 

many accomplishments 

that have been made in 

the name of  giving. 

Please join us in 

congratulating this 

year’s award recipients.

Visit www.AFPncoh.
org for awardee profiles 
and a complete list of 
sponsors.

Corporate Leadership 
FedEx Custom Critical 

Foundation Leadership
Austin-Bailey Health  

and Wellness Foundation 

Outstanding Philanthropist
The Gregory Family 

Children in Philanthropy
Eva Dickinson 

Special Recognition
Main Street Saloon 

Awards Luncheon Sponsors

Lifetime Achievement
Madeline Bozzelli

Outstanding Fundraiser
Greg & Tiffany Michalec 

 AFP North Central Ohio Chapter
www.AFPncoh.org

2001 In June, The Akron Civic 
Theatre is closed for a $19 million 
renovation. Local, state and federal 
funds help with the renovation, 
but essential grants came from the 
Knight, GAR, Brennan and Corbin 
Foundations, The Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Company, OMNOVA 
Solutions and FirstEnergy, as 
well as leadership gifts from many 
individuals and corporations. 

2004 The local Red Cross 
chapter establishes the H. Peter 
Burg Community Leadership 
Award to recognize individuals for 
extraordinary community service.

2014 Omnova Solutions 
and its foundation move their 
headquarters from Fairlawn to 
Beachwood but promise continued 
involvement in and grants to Akron 
nonprofits.

2015 Seeds 
for the next 
significant idea 
in philanthropy 
are planted.

Akron Civic Theatre
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180 volunteers who take tickets, 
usher and serve as community 
ambassadors. They share their 
intimate knowledge of the historic 
theater, whether they are on site, at 
Lock3 or at First Night Akron. Parr 
said, “We are truly a community-
based arts organization focused 
on bringing community-based 
talent to the stage.”  Community 
volunteers have been used at the 
Civic since 1965, when the theater 
became a nonprofit.  Financially 
speaking, the volunteer corp saves 
the Civic substantial chunks of 
change, but the real benefit is 
sustaining the creative spirit.

According to some experts, joy 
and gratitude aren’t the only things 
you can get from volunteering. It 
could actually help your career, 
studies show. Those unemployed 
who have volunteered are 27 
percent more likely to find a job 
than non-volunteers, according 
to a report by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service 
(CNCS), a consortium of federal 
volunteer groups such as Vista.

A recent survey by LinkedIn, 

the online professional network, 
found that only about 20 percent 
of workers put volunteer activities 
on their resumes, but 41 percent of 
employers reported that volunteer 
work was as important as paid work 
when evaluating a job candidate’s 
background. However, that’s not a 
good reason to volunteer, Robert 
Rosenthal of VolunteerMatch.org 
told the Chicago Tribune.

Nonprofits don’t have to worry 
about that type of ulterior motive 
with volunteers from the Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Program, 
otherwise known as RSVP. A 
program of Mature Services in 
Akron, it links volunteers with 
nonprofit agencies where their 
time, interest, talents, knowledge 
and experience are most effectively 
used. There are more than 70 
organizations in RSVP’s grab 
bag, so chances are retirees will 
find a good match, said Kathleen 
McLaughlin, spokeswoman for 
Mature Services.

RSVP dates back to 1972 when it 
was known as the Senior Workers 
Action Program (SWAP) and had ties 

to Summit County’s Volunteer Center. 
Now, RSVP is affiliated with Mature 
Services and receives major funding 
from the CNCS, the VISTA people.

The Volunteer Center is now part 
of United Way of Summit County. 
In 2013, more than 2,400 people 
registered with the center and 
volunteered at many of the Summit 
County agencies with which United 
Way has ties. If you’re not up for a 
long commitment, you can involve 
your company in United Way of 
Summit County’s Annual Day of 
Action, which has taken place in 
June for the past 21 years. In 2014, 
the Day of Action mobilized nearly 
1,400 corporate volunteers to a 
record-breaking 94 agency projects 
in Summit County, up 15 percent 
from 2013. The number of volunteers 
jumped 54 percent. 

At the Akron Citadel of the 
Salvation Army, Jeanette Brown is 
hoping for that type of enthusiasm 
from bell ringers. And she’d love 
to have LeBron James take a turn 
beside a Red Kettle – just as long 
as he brings his team of volunteers 
along.

At FedEx Custom Critical, our services reach across the
globe. But when it comes to community outreach, we
take enormous pride in serving the communities in
which our team members live.

Thank you to everyone who helps make a 
difference in Northeast Ohio.

fedex.com

© 2014 FedEx 

Global Reach
Local Ties

Pinnacle ad half page 2_Layout 2  11/24/14  9:22 AM  Page 1

VolunteerMatch.org
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The Akron Community Foundation
The community foundation’s doors are always open 
to those who want to learn more about philanthropy. 
Visit www.akroncf.org/Giving for more information 
about their different types of charitable funds and 
how you can get involved. The community foundation 
offers a series of classes on planned giving, and this 
summer, they will welcome Carol Weisman, author 
of Raising Charitable Children, to speak on family 
philanthropy. For more information, call Margaret 
Medzie, Vice President of Development and Donor 
Engagement, at (330) 436-5610 or mmedzie@
akroncf.org. The community foundation also 
offers free continuing education courses for 
accountants, attorneys and financial advisors. 
Contact: Laura Fink, Director of Development 
at (330) 436-5611 or lfink@akroncf.org. 
Or, get alerted to all the community 
foundation’s events by registering 
at www.akroncf.org/enews. 

The University of Akron Service-Learning
UA’s Service-Learning program matches and places 
community service projects within the curriculum 
of classes. For example, chemistry students learned 
about the nutritional makeup of packaged foods when 
they completed the “Feed a Family of Four for Fifteen” 
project for the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank. 
Many nonprofit organizations have benefited from 
this work over the last five years. In addition, the UA/
United Way “Pay it Forward” student-led philanthropy 
program is being incorporated into some classes to 
teach students about serving the community and 
learning to be a philanthropist.  Contact: Dr. Theresa S. 
Beyerle, The University of Akron, tsb4@uakron.edu or 
visit www.uakron.edu/itl/sl.

Leadership Akron
Leadership Akron has a variety of opportunities for 
leaders to heighten awareness of the Akron area 
and deepen their community involvement. Whether 
you’re a mid-career leader looking to take your 
community impact to the next level, or a senior 
leader exploring community involvement post-career, 
chances are Leadership Akron has an opportunity 
for you.  Leadership Akron and Torchbearers (www.
torchbearersakron.com) partner together to advance 
the involvement of young professional leaders. 
Graduates of Leadership Akron’s programs continue 
to connect and collaborate through the Leadership 
Akron Alumni Association, and its LeaderSource tools 
connect leaders with community needs. Contact: Mark 
Scheffler, Leadership Akron at info@leadershipakron.
org or visit www.leadershipakron.org.

The Foundation Center – Cleveland 
The Foundation Center’s goal is to aid and educate 
everyone involved in donating to or receiving 
funds from a foundation as well as those who run 

foundations and handle their fundraising. Some of 
the offerings are: Starting a Nonprofit and Getting 
Ready for Fundraising. Visit foundationcenter.org/
Cleveland or grantspace.org for a full list of classes and 
resources. 

AFP North Central Ohio
AFP fosters the development and growth of 
fundraising professionals and promotes high 
ethical standards in the fundraising profession. The 
organization serves members from Summit, Stark, 

Ashland, Cuyahoga, Jefferson, Mahoning, Medina, 
Portage, Tuscarawas, and Wayne Counties,

The AFP North Central Ohio Chapter is 
recognized as the premiere resource for 

development and fundraising professionals, 
providing outstanding educational 

programs for those seeking 
professional development and 
career advancement opportunities. 

AFP’s National Philanthropy Day 
highlights local community members, 

philanthropists, corporations and foundations that go 
above and beyond to support the many needs in our 
community. For more information on programming 
visit www.afpncoh.org.

Want to Learn More About Being 
a Wise Giver? Here are some resources to get you started

245 Locust St. • Akron, OH 44302
330-253-5400 • www.rmhakron.org

Please join us 
in keeping families 

together when it 
matters most.
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For more information, contact Margaret Medzie at 330-436-5610 or medzie@akroncf.org.

Welcome to dividends 
of a different kind.

Philanthropy begins in the heart. But it’s also a very real business decision. And nobody understands 

that better than Akron Community Foundation. With a Donor-Advised Fund, we can help you create 

the enduring impact of a private foundation—but with greater tax breaks and no start-up costs. 

In addition, you’ll get important data on area nonprofits, collaboration with our helpful staff, 

and 24/7 online access to your fund. It’s selfless giving that also makes good business sense.

Claim your first dividend—our free guide to Donor-Advised Funds—at www.akroncf.org/biz.
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